
Captial Region Land Conservancy (CRLC) 
strives to have strong partnerships with all of 
the localities in the area. Yet its relationship 
with Chesterfield County has a storied 
history that continues today. 

Land conservation has been a primary 
objective for many residents in Chesterfield 
County, which boasts the region’s largest 
population. In 1997, the Chesterfield County 
Riverfront Plan identified protection areas 
along the James and Appomattox Rivers. 
The Brown & Williamson Conservation Area 
was thus donated in 2001 and joined the 
Dutch Gap Conservation Area and Radcliffe 
Conservation Area. Shortly thereafter in 
2003, Chesterfield County approved a 
conservation easement on the 262-acre 
Brown & Williamson property held by the 
Friends of Chesterfield’s Riverfront that later 
merged with CRLC in 2014.

In 2011, Anna Atkins bequethed 113 
acres to Chesterfield County for the future 
development of Atkins Acres Park. While 
not under a conservation easement, the gift 
of Atkins Acres was facilitated by CRLC and 
deed restrictions on the property behave 
similarly. In fact, Mrs. Atkins believed in the 
importance of third party annual monitoring 
and ensured that CRLC would look over 
Atkins Acres by designating her estate to 
donate to CRLC’s Stewardship Fund. 

Last month, CRLC’s Land Conservation 
Manager, Jane Myers, conducted the 
legally required annual monitoring of the 
Brown & Williamson Conservation Area. 
She was joined by Mark Battista, Naturalist 
with Chesterfield County,  who offered 
a guided hike of the property for more 
than 20 outdoor enthusiasts. This unique 
opportunity opened the property to the 
public to enjoy. The above photo exhibits the 
sweeping views of the James River from one 
of the bluffs at Brown & Williamson looking 
toward Curls Neck in Henrico County. 

This guided hike also gave the public a 
sneak peak at the possibility of future 
trails and parking access to the Brown & 
Williamson site. CRLC received a grant 
from the Dominion Foundation to assist 
in the development of these plans with 
Chesterfield County. As the steward of the 
conservation easement, CRLC will coordinate 
the design of the trails to mitigate any 
negative impact on the land and wildlife 
habitat. This includes protection of riparian 
buffer and wetlands as well as overseeing 
permits under “Waters of the United States” 
Clean Water Act.	

CRLC is excited to make this site available 
to the public in the future. Our experience 
managing the conservation easement on 
the James River Park System has provided 

a strong understanding of how to balance 
access with preservation. We look forward 
to continuing our work with Chesterfield 
County at the Brown & Williamson 
Conservation Area and Atkins Acres Park.

CRLC is also proud to be facilitating the 
acquisition of 109 acres with one mile of 
frontage along the James River at Falling 
Creek in Chesterfield County. After being 
approached about conservation easement 
options on this site, CRLC connected the 
County with the Trust for Public Land. 
In November 2015, Chesterfield County 
received $302,000 from the Virginia Land 
and Water Conservation Fund to acquire the 
property that was once slated for a luxury 
condominium development. The Board of 
Supervisors voted unaminously to acquire 
the property as open space to include 
hiking and walking trails as well as a public 
boat launch. While CRLC will not hold a 
conservation easement on this property, our 
effort was essential in protecting it.

Capital Region Land Conservancy 
appreciates our strong partnership with 
Chesterfield County and looks forward to 
working together for future access and 
protection of the lands in Virginia’s capital 
region.    
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CRLC works closely to secure additional open spaces for chesterfield county 

Chesterfield County’s Future Access



New Maps Highlight Conservation Easements by Locality

Protected Lands Visualized
Thanks to grant funding from the Virginia 
Environmental Endowment, CRLC has been 
developing a strategic conservation plan 
for Virginia’s capital region. This work will 
assemble the exhaustive work previously 
completed by national, state, and local 
agencies and non-profits. It will reference 
existing resources such as VA Department 
of Conservation and Recreation’s Virginia 
Outdoors Plan, VA Department of Game 
and Inland Fisheries’s Wildlife Action 
Plan, Richmond Region Plannind District 
Commission’s Green Infrastructure Project, as 
well as local comprehensive plans and Parks 
& Recreation master plans. Once completed, 
this strategic conservation plan will be used to 
inform CRLC’s conservation efforts and assist 
planning staff of the nine localities.

As part of the early development of the 
strategic conservation plan, CRLC worked 
with the Richmond Regional Planning District 
Commission to develop new maps that 
highlight the protected lands in the Counties 

of Charles City, Chesterfield, Goochland, 
Hanover, Henrico, New Kent, Powhatan and 
the City of Richmond.  Now available on 
CRLC’s website, these new maps show land 
that is protected by private conservation 
easements as well as public land at the 
federal, state and local level.

These maps provide a visual tool that 
not only highlights earlier work but 
identifies areas that may add future value 
by connecting new property to existing 
conservation easements that are adjacent. 
For example, there is great opportunity to 
protect additional land near the James River 
Park System in Richmond.     

I am pleased to welcome 

Parker Agelasto as our 

new Executive Director. 

He started in his new role 

with CRLC in September and 

brings with him a lifelong 

commitment and passion 

to Land conservation.  He 

joins us as we celebrated 

our 10th anniversary in 2015.  

As we look back over the 

past 10 years and note our 

accomplishments we also are 

thinking diligently about 

how CRLC can continue to 

serve the citizens of the 

capital region for the next 

decade. We will continue 

to work to protect land in 

watersheds that serve our 

community and also explore 

developing additional urban 

conservation strategies to 

create and protect more 

land with public access 

in the Richmond area.  

The board of CRLC looks 

forward to working with 

Parker to further the work 

of CLRC in 2016 and beyond.

Bill Greenleaf

Message from   
CRLC’s President
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RVA Environmental Film Festival February 1 - 7

With other local organizations, CRLC is proud 
to sponsor the Sixth Annual RVA Environmental 
Film Festival. The festival will showcase local 
and national films selected to raise awareness 
of environmental issues relevant to the 
Richmond region, our nation, and our planet. 
This event is free and open to the public. 

While the schedule has not been released, the 
2016 RVA EFF will include a children’s portion at 
the historic Byrd Theatre in Carytown beginning 
at 10:00 am on Saturday, Feburary 6, with a 
showing of The Lorax (1972) followed at 10:30 
am by Disney’s Monkey Kingdom (2015).

For more information about the RVA 
Environmental Film Festival please visit www.
rvaenvironmentalfilmfestival.com.



You can financially support Capital Region Land Conservancy by shopping 
online at www.smile.amazon.com. Shop through the following link or one on 
CRLC’s website and 0.05% of your sale will be donated to Capital Region Land 
Conservancy. http://smile.amazon.com/ch/20-2797635

FOR more info: Contact Parker C. Agelasto at (202) 302-0153 or       
parker@capitalregionland.org.

Join us in our effort to preserve our region’s natural resources 
and open space for future generations.
Capital Region Land Conservancy is a member- and grant-supported 
nonprofit organization that is dedicated to conserving and protecting the 
natural and historic land and water resources of Virginia’s Capital Region for 
the benefit of current and future generations.
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EMAIL ADDRESS (to receive our newsletter)

Support CRLC!

	 Member – $35.00
	 Sustaining – $75.00
	 Leader – $125.00
	 Sponsor – $250.00
	 Partner – $500.00
	 Patron – $1,000.00
	 Other __________________

Checks payable to:
Capital Region  
Land Conservancy

Mail to:
CRLC
P.O. Box 17306
Richmond, VA 23226

Donate online:
www.capitalregionland.org

Capital Region Land Conservancy is a non-profit, tax-exempt charitable organization 
under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Donations are tax-deductible as 
allowable by law.

Clip this out and send your contribution to Capital Region Land 

Do you shop Online at Amazon.com? 

Enjoying delightful fall weather, nearly 100 
guests celebrated CRLC’s 10th Anniversary 
at Tuckahoe Plantation on October 25. Guest 
speaker Joseph Maroon, Executive Director 
of the Virginia Environmental Endowment, 
challenged CRLC to continue its important 
work, expand and create new partnerships, 
and identify “twofor” opportunities that 
enhance water quality while conserving land.

CRLC is grateful for the generous support 
of our event sponsors Luck Stone, 
Resource Environmental Solutions, 
Troutman Sanders, and Tuckahoe 
Plantation, as well as the food and 
beverages donated by Ellwood Thompson’s 
and Lickinghole Creek Craft Brewery.

On Friday, January 29, from 10:00  until 2:00, CRLC will host a public workshop entitled 
“Conservation Resources for Landowners” at the Powhatan Rescue Squad Building 
(3920 Marion Harland Lane).  $5 cost to reserve your seat. Lunch will be provided.

On Tuesday, February 16, at 6:00 pm, CRLC will host a “Conservation Easement Information 
Session” at Luck Stone (515 Stone Mill Drive).  This is FREE and open to the public to attend.

Contact Jane Myers at (804) 745-3110 or jane@capitalregionland.org for more information.

Outreach EventS - Jan 29 & Feb 16 

Conservation easements are voluntary 
legal agreements by which landowners 
forego certain development options in 
order to safeguard the land’s natural 
resources and ecological benefits.

All easement donors retain the right to 
use, manage, sell, or pass their property 
on to heirs.

Donors may qualify for state tax credits 
and federal tax deductions because of the 
public benefit of qualifying easements.

Land conservation is a primary strategy 
for restoring the Cheasapeake Bay.

Protecting land in our watershed ensures 
clean drinking water for our familes as 
well as healthy rivers and streams for 
recreation and fishing.

Conservation easements help to buffer 
historic places from encroaching 
development, preserve viewsheds along 
rivers and scenic byways, and maintain 
the diversity of our rural and urban 
communities.

Protecting our region’s most productive 
agricultural lands is essential to the 
region’s economy and demand for locally 
produced food.

Show Your Support                   
Order a CRLC Hat 

CRLC is pleased to make available hats 
featuring our logo. These soft, adjustable 
and form fitting hats prominently display 
the CRLC logo. Join our board and 
volunteers in publicly showing your support 
for our mission by donning these hats. 

Cost per hat is $20. To order a CRLC hat, please 
contact Parker C. Agelasto at 202-302-0153.

CRLC’s 10th Anniversary                 
at Tuckahoe Plantation
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CRLC is also supported by:
Virginia Land Conservation Foundation  

...and individual donors and members like you!

Jane Myers
Land Conservation Manager

(804) 745-3110
Jane@capitalregionland.org

Parker C. Agelasto
Executive Director

(202) 302-0153
Parker@capitalregionland.org

Send us your email to receive 
communications from us electronically.

To learn more about conservation 
easements or CRLC, please call:

Post Office Box 17306  Richmond, Virginia 23226

Thank you to our Sponsors!
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Board of Directors 

Bill Greenleaf,  
Virginia Community Capital

Norman Burns, Maymont Foundation
Mary Susan Davies, Attorney

Mark Endries, Luck Stone
Leah Henschen, Bank of America

Dan Jones, Gallier Meyer Real Estate
Aaron Revere, Resource Environmental Solutions

Tad Thompson, Tuckahoe Plantation
Brian Watson, Markel Corporation

Emeritus Board Members

Bobby Lamb, Attorney in Private Practice
Brooks Smith, Troutman Sanders LLP

Advisory Council

Walter Beck, Vulcan Materials Company
T.J. Mascia, Resource Environmental Solutions        

F. Scott Reed, Prologue Systems
Sarah Richardson, Virginia Dept. of  

Conservation and Recreation
Carol Wampler, Retired, Virginia Dept. of  

January 29, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm: “Conservation Resources for Landowners”
Powhatan Rescue Squad Building (3920 Marion Harland Lane)

February 16, 6:00 pm : “Conservation Easement Information Session”
 Luck Stone (515 Stone Mill Drive)

save the date

Stay engaged and informed:

www.CapitalRegionLand.org

Our Mission: To conserve and protect the natural and historic land and water resources of Virginia’s 
Capital Region for the benefit of current and future generations. CRLC is Central Virginia’s only land 
trust dedicated solely to serving the City of Richmond and Chesterfield, Henrico, Hanover, Goochland, 
Powhatan, New Kent, and Charles City counties.

Environmental Quality
David Denton Willis, Lumber Liquidators


